Bycatch information aboard R/V Hokko-maru during the salmon survey in the
Central Bering Sea Basin during summer, 2015
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Summer high-seas research cruises have been conducted in the Bering Sea Central
Basin (BSCB) aboard the Japanese research vessel Hokko-Maru during summer 2015,
to investigate the biology of Pacific salmon. Research cruise activities included the
collection of data on oceanography, zooplankton, salmonid fishes, and other organisms.
A surface trawling net, covering approximately 30 m depth from the sea surface, was
towed at a total of 17 stations in the BSCB for 1 hour in daytime (Fig. 1). A total of 4
optional tows were made at the stations HO8, H12, H16 and H20, with attaching a “live
box” (Murphy et al., 2006) to the end of the net for the purpose of collecting live
salmon for tagging.
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Fig. 1. Map showing sampling stations of R/V Hokko Maru in the Bering Sea Central
Basin, summer 2015. At the 4 stations shown by star, trawling net was towed with being



attached with “live box”.

Of the four stations, considerable numbers of juvenile walleye pollock were collected at
2 stations: 375 and 131 at HO8 (August 3) and H20 (August 5), respectively. At these
stations, 1(HO8: SL= 78mm) and 2 (H20: body size unknown) pollock were collected
also by the tows with regular cod-end. The body length of pollock collected by the live
box tows ranged 56 — 76 mm and averaged (+S.D.) at 68.8+3.9mm for H08, and ranged
47 — 74 mm and averaged at 64.0+4.8mm for H20, indicating that the pollock collected

were age-0 (Fig. 2).

®Ho08
OH20

Frequency

N |

Fig. 2. Body length frequency distribution of walleye pollock collected by live box.
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